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desired to be remembered to his friends in the Council, mounted the scaffold
with firmness, and gave the signal to the executioner. The moment that the
drop fell, a howl of sorrow and despair rose from the innumerable spectators.
Hundreds turned away their faces from the polluting sight, fled with bud
wailings towards the Hooghly, and plunged into its holy waters, as if to purify
themselves from the guilt of having looked on such a crime. These feelings
were not confined to Calcutta. The whole province was greatly excited and
the population of Dacca, in particular, gave strong signs of grief and dismay/ *
Lord Macaulay. Essays.	+
The rights and wrongs of Nuncomar's case have been
debated by generations of historians, and Lord Macau-
lay's view of the matter hardly commends itself to those
who have sifted the facts. The reader will find a pic-
turesque account of the trial in Dr. Busteed's Echoes of
Old dalcutta, and this will more than compensate him
for that loss of colour to which Macaulay's pictures
are fated when his statements are compared with a wider
range of documentary evidence than his lordship cared
to make use of.
For the question of the rights and wrongs of the
Nunco'mar case, the reader must consult Beveridge's
Trial of ffanda-Kumar and Stephen's Nuncomar and
Impey, The deed of charges against this ill-starred man
is preserved among the exhibits at the Victoria Memorial
Hall. Curiously enough the native writing remains fresh
and clear, while the English has almost faded away.
As we reach the junction of the St. George's Gate Road
and theKidderpore Eoad, we find St. Stephen's School on
our right.
"Let us turn hence towards a spot now much changed from its pristine
desolate appearance, and known by the name of Coolie Bazdr. The pretty-
church and the little white mansions, which now adorn the spot, were not
then to be seen. Small bungalows like so many mounds of straw broke the
level prospect of the situation, and were the habitations of invalid soldiers,
who had fought at Seringapatam, or helped to drive Sujah from the plains of
Plassey. Living upon a rupee a day, these old pensioners smoked and walked,
and smoked and slept their time away. One more learned perchance than
the rest, opened a school, and while the modest widow taught but the element*
of knowledge, the more ambitious pensioner proposed to take them higher up
the hill of learning. Let us contemplate him seated in an old-fashioned chair,
with his legs resting on a cane morah. Along pipe, his most constant compa-
nion, projects from his month. A pair of loose pyjamahs and a charkanah
baftian keep him within the pale of society, and preserve him cool in the trying
hot season of this climate. A ratfean-his soeptre-is in hi* hand; and the
beys ore seated on stools or little vwtoto before bis pedagogic majesty. They
fcave already read three chapters of the Bible, and have got over the proper
naa*s wfchpnt msah speJKrig; they have written their copies-email round

